
2015 Paradise Valley College Preparatory 
8th American History

Name: 
Date: 

Permanent Questions Unit 1 
1. What do we ground our study of  history in? 
We ground our study of  history in the belief  that all people are thinking beings and as such they form worldview to make sense 
of  their world.  

2. A worldview must retain what, in order to maintain meaning?  
A worldview must be internally coherent to maintain meaning.  

3. What is epistemology? 
Epistemology answers the question, how do we know. 

4. What is metaphysics? 
Metaphysics answers the question, what is real or what is eternal. 

5. What is ethics? 
Ethics answers the question, is there rational justification for the good or not. 

6. Human beings are more or less what, in believing their basic beliefs? 
Humans are more or less conscious and consistent in their basic beliefs. 

7. What two things can we derive from question 6 concerning human convictions? 
We can derive from question 6 that all humans have admixtures of  basic beliefs and we should be more conscious and consistent 
in our basic beliefs. 

8. How do we define history? 
History is the outworking of  conflicting beliefs in each person, in each culture and in world history.  

9. What do all people, everywhere suffer from? What is natural evil? 
Everyone suffers from natural evil ,which is toil, strife, old age, sickness, and death, and intensified by war, famine, and plague. 

10. How does suffering from question 9 affect all persons? 
Suffering from natural evil causes people to make greater sense of  their world; it causes us to stop and think. 

11. What is the source of  self-inflicted suffering? 
The source of  self-inflicted suffering is from the use of  reason (act according to our nature) and the lack of  use of  reason (neglect, 
avoid, resist, and deny reason in the face of  what is clear).  

12. What is the greatest reason to study history? 
The greatest reason to study history is to see how evil serves to deepen the revelation of  God the Creator and Redeemer. 


