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Permanent Questions Unit 2 
1. What are the five important dates for this unit? 
The five important dates for this unit are: 1859 Darwin publishes the Origin of  Species, 1865 Civil War Ends, 1869 
Transcontinental RR is completed, 1876 Centennial Exposition, and 1879 Edison invents the inexpensive lightbulb. 

2. What are the two frontiers after the Civil War discussed in class? 
The two frontiers after the Civil War are the gold rush and the cattle frontier. 

3. What is the spirit of  enterprise? 
The spirit of  enterprise is the drive to build, to make companies, and the root of  all genuine growth in America. 

4. What is limited government? 
Limited government is the belief  that government should be out of  citizen life as much as possible, yet still maintain 
responsibility of  the individual.  

5. What is the Idea of  Progress and what drives it in the 19th century? 
The Idea of  Progress is the belief  that things are getting better more generally and more broadly, which was driven by the 
advancement of  material wealth and new discoveries in the in the 19th century. 

6. What is naturalism? 
Naturalism is the belief  that all change can be explained by natural causes. 

7. What is monism? 
Monism is the belief  that all reality is one substance. There are two substances and two positions: material monism and spiritual 
monism.  

8. What is Romanticism and when did it begin? 
Romanticism is a movement that started prior to Darwin’s theory that focuses on the temporal and emphasizes feelings and 
downgrades reason. 

9. What is biological evolution? 
Biological evolution is the theory presented by Darwin that explains all the diversity of  biological life through survival of  the 
fittest and natural selection.  

10. What was the impact of  Darwin’s theory? 
The impact of  Darwin’s theory was broad and gave a thrust and vigor to material monism and naturalism as it hadn’t had 
before. It was applied throughout culture, such as philosophy, sociology, and literature.  
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11. What are the three arguments against evolution from our textbook author? 
The three arguments against evolution are: evolution is really a historical proposition not a scientific one, that in our experience 
species persist in their kind, and that all evidence from Darwin only support evolution within a specie not between them.  

12. What is relativism? 
Relativism is the belief  that there are no enduring or fixed features of  reality; in epistemology, metaphysics, and ethics. 


