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Permanent Questions Unit 5 
1. What are the important years for this unit? 
776 BC Lycurgus 
590 BC Solon 
539 BC Cyrus conquers Babylon 
431 Peloponnesian War erupts 

2. Who was Lycurgus? 
Lycurgus was the lawgiver of  Sparta who sought a balanced constitution, educational reform, and equality.  

3. How does Lycurgus implement a balance constitution? 

Lycurgus implemented a balanced constitution by creating a harmony among monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy; 
principles that America’s Founding Fathers understood well.   

4. What is Spartan civic virtue? 
Spartan civic virtue is the willingness of  the individual to submit his interest to the good of  the community, which was 
believed to be the foundation of  Spartan life.  

5. What examples do we have of  Lycurgus’ reforms? 
Examples of  Lycurgus’ reforms are the following: Spartans married for love, they freely shared possessions, they all 
owned the same amount of  land, no gold or luxuries were allowed in Sparta, and there were no written laws.  

6. Who was Solon 
Solon was the lawgiver of  Athens who rescued Athens from economic disaster by removing and reorganizing the laws 
and form of  government. 

7. Define monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy and explain how each are vulnerable to corruption. 

Monarchy is rule by one; government is good in so far as the monarch is good. 
Aristocracy is by the few; the minority oppress the majority. 
Democracy is rule by the people; the majority oppress the minority. 
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8. What events occurred in Mesopotamia between 550-330 BC? 
Throughout the years 550-330, the Persian Empire had conquered the Medes and Babylonians and allowed the Jews 
to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the Temple in 538 BC.   

9. What were the Persian Wars? 
 The Persian Wars were a result of  the expansion of  the Persian Empire into the Greek city-states, which began 
under Darius and continued under his son, Xerxes.  

10. What was the battle of  Thermopylae? 
The battle of  Thermopylae was in 480 BC and was a battle between, Leonidas, the king of  Sparta, and Xerxes. 
7,000 Greek soldiers confronted 50,000 Persians in a narrow pass. When a breach had been made, 300 Spartans 
including the king remained to fight and die.  

11. How long were the Persian Wars and what was the outcome?  
Despite being significantly outnumbered and divided, the Greeks were able to defeat the Persians after 10 years of  
fighting.  

12. According to Herodotus, how did Xerxes show hubris? 

According to Herodotus, Xerxes exhibited hubris because he disciplined the waters of  the Hellespont for not obeying 
him, he channelled a canal in northern Greece, and he wanted to conquer Greece simply for revenge.  

13. What were some notable battles of  the Persian War? 
Some notable battles of  the Persian War was the battle of  Marathon, Thermopylae, and Salamis.  


